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The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by ODOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 11, 2015, and executed by FHWA and ODOT.
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	Project Sponsor
	Alliance, City of


	ODOT District
	4


	Funding Source
	Federal


	Private Funding:
	No


	
	


Project Description: 
The project proposes to construct 1.01 miles of ten-footwide asphalt multi-use path, connecting Earley's Hill Park and surroundingresidential community to the downtown area of the city of Alliance.  The proposed new multi-use path alignmentwill be constructed mostly within existing city street rights-of-way andexisting park land.  Much of the proposedalignment is currently sidewalk that will be replaced with the proposed newten-foot wide multi-use path.  However,the project will require acquisition of one (1) 0.5-acre undeveloped vacant parcelat the Keystone Street/Park Avenue intersection railroad crossing, currentlyowned by the Norfolk Southern Railway Company.
The project will not result in impacts to streams, wetlandsor other waters of the United States.  Atotal of 0.18-acre of potential suitable wooded habitat (SWH) was identifiedwithin the project construction limits.  SWHareas were characterized as forested areas >0.5 acre or areas <0.5 acre thathad trees with suitable bat roosting characteristics and that were also within 1,000feet of larger forested areas.
One National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) resource,the Earley-Hartzell House, NRHP #87002147, is present within the project areaof potential effect.  The proposedundertaking will not acquire land from within the boundary of the NRHP-listedEarley-Hartzell House.  Project-relatedactivities being conducted within the historic boundary of the NRHP resourceinclude the construction of a multi-use path to replace the existing sidewalk.  Construction of the new multi-use path willrequire removal of a tree within the tree-lawn of the property.  New right-of-way will not be acquired fromwithin the boundary of the Earley-Hartzell House and the project is consideredto have no adverse effect on the resource.  The undertaking will not affect theactivities, features or attributes that are related to the eligibility of thehistoric building.  In an Inter-OfficeCommunication (IOC), dated July 29, 2015, the ODOT Office of EnvironmentalServices (OES) evaluated the project and determined the subject undertakingwill not adversely affect the historic building.  The Ohio State Historic Preservation Office(OSHPO) received the Section 106 determination for the project on July 31,2015.  Comments were received regardingthe IOC on August 3, 2015.  Additionalinformation was received from ODOT District 4 and forwarded on September 3,2015.  OSHPO had no additional comments.  Furthermore, regarding Section 4(f), based onQuestion 7C of FHWA's Section 4(f) Policy Paper (FHWA July 2012), this project does not constitute a use of a Section 4(f) property.  SeeSection 106 coordination and Section 4(f) Determination for Section 106Resources, dated October 7, 2015, in the project file.
The project proposes to construct new multi-use path withinEarley's Hill Park and the proposed path alignment will abut an existing fencethat encloses the Hester Mini-Park.   Inaccordance with 23 CFR 774.13(g), the proposed project will preserve and/orenhance Earley's Hill Park and will not adversely affect protected recreationalactivities, features or attributes.  TheODOT-OES Policy Staff determined the proposed project can be processed as anexception to the requirement for Section 4(f) approval. Moreover, ODOT-OESPolicy Staff determined no use of Hester Mini-Park will occur in accordancewith 23 CFR 774.  See Section 4(f)Exception - Determination of Transportation Enhancement, dated December 21,2016, and Section 4(f) Determination of No Use, dated December 21, 2016, in theproject file.  
A minimum of one lane of traffic in each direction shall bemaintained at all times by use of existing pavement while vehicular andpedestrian access to all abutting properties shall be maintained during projectconstruction.  Street closures are not anticipatedfor the project.  
Public project notification information was hand deliveredto all homes and businesses along the proposed path alignment during the weekof June 22, 2015.  The projectnotification information included a notification letter, dated June 23, 2015,project mapping and a comment sheet encouraging residents and business ownersto contact the city of Alliance Engineering Department with questions and/orcomments.  The Alliance EngineeringDepartment also released a press release for the project on July 1, 2015.  On January 23, 2017, another press release was released for the project by ODOT District 4.  See public involvement documentation in theproject file.  Public comments were notreceived as a result of the public involvement activities conducted for theproject.
	STIP Reference #
	2016stipID0255FDCO and is fiscally constrained.


	Select the appropriate project type:
	(26) Modernization of a highway by resurfacing, restoration, rehabilitation, reconstruction, adding shoulders, or adding auxiliary lanes (including parking, weaving, turning, and climbing lanes), if the action meets the constraints in paragraph (e) of this section. Examples include: Joint or limited use of right-of-way where the proposed use would have minimal or no adverse social (including highway safety), economic or environmental impacts; Installation of new noise walls and other new noise mitigation projects; Construction of highway safety and truck escape ramps; Construction of bicycle lanes and pedestrian walkways, sidewalks, shared-use paths, or facilities and trailhead parking that do not otherwise qualify for a C1 designation; Beautification or facility improvement projects (i.e. landscaping, curb and gutter installation and replacement, ADA ramps/curb ramps, installation of park benches, decorative lighting, etc.); Construction of alternative energy facilities (fuel tank farms, wind turbines, etc.)


In accordance with 23 CFR 771.117(e), the proposed project cannot be processed as a C2 CE, if it involves -
1. a. Acquisition of more than a minor amount of right-of-way
2. b. Residential or non-residential displacements
3. c. A Coast Guard, Individual Section 404 and/or a Section 10 permit
4. d. A Section 106 finding of Adverse Effect
5. e. A Section 4(f) Programmatic or Individual Evaluation
6. f. A finding of May Affect, Likely to Adversely Affect to Threatened and Endangered Species
7. g. Construction of temporary access, or the closure of existing road, bridge, or ramps, that would result in major traffic disruptions
8. h. Changes in access control
9. i. Floodplain encroachment other than functionally dependent uses (e.g., bridges, wetlands) or actions that facilitate open space use (e.g., recreational trails, bicycle and pedestrian paths)
10. j. Construction activities in, across or adjacent to a river component designated or proposed for inclusion in the National System of Wild and Scenic Rivers
11. k. No minor public or agency controversy on environmental grounds (no opposition from any organized groups or agencies and no unresolved environmental coordination)
12. l. If an EJ Analysis Report is required, the project must be processed as a D-level CE or higher level document

For certification purposes, documentation is required to illustrate no significant impacts will occur to the following environmental resources and that no unusual circumstances exist that would warrant a higher level of NEPA document. Upload all supporting documentation to the project file.
	Waterways:
	Not Present


	Endangered Species:
	Present; No finding of May Affect, Likely to Adversely Affect


	Endangered Species - Coordination
	May Affect, Not Likely to Adversely Affect


	Endangered Species - Coordination Date
	07/29/2016


	Endangered Species - Critical Habitat Present/Impacted
	Indiana bat

	
	Northern long-eared bat


	Endangered Species - Other Critical Habitat Present/Impacted:
	No


	100-Year Floodplain:
	Encroachment Within the SFHA is a Functionally Dependent Use


	EO 11988/NFIP Coordination and Documentation Completed:
	Yes


	NFIP Local Floodplain Coordinator Notification Date:
	10/27/2016


	Section 4(f):
	Present; No Programmatic Evaluation or Individual Evaluation Required


	Section 4(f) Determination:
	No Use

	
	Transportation Enhancement Exception - 774.13(g)


	Section 4(f) Determination Date - No Use
	12/21/2016


	Section 4(f) Determination Date - 774.13(g)
	12/21/2016


	Section 6(f):
	Not present


	Cultural Resources:
	Present; No Finding of Adverse Effect


	Cultural Resources Coordination:
	No Adverse Effect


	Cultural Resources Coordination - SHPO Concurrence Date:
	07/29/2015


Projects that meet C2 criteria are not anticipated to have impacts to the following environmental resources. If resources are present, documentation is only required if there is a potential for impacts.
	Air Quality:
	Studies Not Required


	Air Quality - Coordination with OES:
	No


	Noise:
	Studies Not Required


	Noise Coordination - OES Approval Date:
	


	Hazardous Materials - ESA Screening Conducted
	Yes


	Hazardous Materials - OES Approval Date:
	07/19/2016


	Phase I ESA Warranted Based on Coordination with OES:
	No Further Studies Warranted


	Farmland:
	Urbanized Area; No Impacts in Accordance With the Farmland MOU and 7 CFR 658


	Scenic Rivers
	No National Wild and Scenic River Within 1000 Feet of the Proposed Project Area


Projects that meet C2 criteria must be in accordance with ODOT's EJ Guidance and activities conducted for Public Involvement are commensurate to the project's type and scope of work.
	Environmental Justice:
	Does Not Exceed EJ Guidance Criteria; No EJ Analysis Report Required and No EJ Issues Raised During Public Involvement


	Public Involvement:
	Minimum PI Requirements Met; No Minor Public or Agency Controversy on Environmental Grounds


	Environmental Commitments
	Yes


[bookmark: _Toc256000001]Environmental Commitments, 
1. The contractor will advise the Project Engineer a minimum of twenty-one (21) days prior to the start of construction activities.  The contractor must also provide notification to the Project Engineer a minimum of twenty-one (21) days prior to any lane restrictions or closures.  The Project Engineer will forward this information to the City of Alliance for use to notify emergency services and the public a minimum of fourteen (14) days prior to the start of project construction,  Included in the this notification will be the proposed lane restrictions, road closures and detours required by the project.
2. The project is located within the known habitat ranges of the federally listed and protected Indiana Bat and Northern Long-eared Bat.  No trees shall be removed under this project from April 1 through September 30.  All necessary tree removal shall occur from October 1 through March 31. This requirement is necessary to avoid and minimize impact to these species as required by the Endangered Species Act. For the purposes of this note, a tree is defined as a live, dying, or dead woody plant, with a trunk three inches or greater in diameter at a height of 4.5 feet above the ground surface, and with a minimum height of 13 feet.
3. No excavation, grading, or filling operations shall be performed in any wetlands, streams or other water of the United States.  Under no circumstances shall the contractor store equipment and/or materials in any wetlands, streams or other waters of the United States.
4. Water column and sedimentation impacts shall be keep to a minimum through the use of best management practices for soil and erosion control.  All soil erosion and sediment control measures as specified in the plan shall be in place prior to any excavation, grading or filling operations and installation of proposed structures or utilities.  They shall remain in place until construction is completed and the area is stabilized as accepted by the engineer.
5. Under no circumstances shall the contractor enter onto or otherwise impact the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) listed Earley-Hartzell House Property beyond what is indicated on the construction plan.  The Earley-Hartzell House Property shall be identified in the construction plan and demarcated in the field to ensure avoidance. 
6. Access to the Earley's Hill Park will be maintained at all times during construction activities. Temporary construction fencing will be installed along proposed construction limits prior to the start of construction activities to protect the existing 4(f) property and the public. Appropriate signage will be installed to alert users of construction activities, if in proximity to recreational facilities or features. No work will be performed within Earley's Hill Park on weekends and/or between 4:30PM and 6:00AM on weekdays from April 30th to July 31st. Except as necessary to facilitate construction activities, the staging and/or storage of construction equipment will not take place outside proposed construction limits, within park property boundaries. The contractor will closely coordinate the construction schedule with the City of Alliance Engineer and the City of Alliance Parks & Recreation Department.
7. Access to the Hester Mini-Park will be maintained at all times during construction activities. Temporary construction fencing will be installed along proposed construction limits prior to the start of construction activities to protect the existing 4(f) property and the public. Appropriate signage will be installed to alert users of construction activities, if in proximity to recreational facilities or features. Except as necessary to facilitate construction activities, the staging and/or storage of construction equipment will not take place outside proposed construction limits, within park property boundaries. The contractor will closely coordinate the construction schedule with the City of Alliance Engineer and the City of Alliance Parks & Recreation Department.
8. A minimum of one lane of traffic in each direction shall be maintained at all times by use of existing pavement and vehicular and pedestrian access to all abutting properties shall be maintained during project construction. No street closures are anticipated for the project.
	
	


	
	 Environmental Document Level: C2
PID 99484 STA Iron Horse Trail
Approved: February 21, 2017




[bookmark: _Toc256000002]Environmental Commitments
[bookmark: _Toc256000003]C2
Commitments
1. The contractor will advise the Project Engineer a minimum of twenty-one (21) days prior to the start of construction activities.  The contractor must also provide notification to the Project Engineer a minimum of twenty-one (21) days prior to any lane restrictions or closures.  The Project Engineer will forward this information to the City of Alliance for use to notify emergency services and the public a minimum of fourteen (14) days prior to the start of project construction,  Included in the this notification will be the proposed lane restrictions, road closures and detours required by the project.
2. The project is located within the known habitat ranges of the federally listed and protected Indiana Bat and Northern Long-eared Bat.  No trees shall be removed under this project from April 1 through September 30.  All necessary tree removal shall occur from October 1 through March 31. This requirement is necessary to avoid and minimize impact to these species as required by the Endangered Species Act. For the purposes of this note, a tree is defined as a live, dying, or dead woody plant, with a trunk three inches or greater in diameter at a height of 4.5 feet above the ground surface, and with a minimum height of 13 feet.
3. No excavation, grading, or filling operations shall be performed in any wetlands, streams or other water of the United States.  Under no circumstances shall the contractor store equipment and/or materials in any wetlands, streams or other waters of the United States.
4. Water column and sedimentation impacts shall be keep to a minimum through the use of best management practices for soil and erosion control.  All soil erosion and sediment control measures as specified in the plan shall be in place prior to any excavation, grading or filling operations and installation of proposed structures or utilities.  They shall remain in place until construction is completed and the area is stabilized as accepted by the engineer.
5. Under no circumstances shall the contractor enter onto or otherwise impact the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) listed Earley-Hartzell House Property beyond what is indicated on the construction plan.  The Earley-Hartzell House Property shall be identified in the construction plan and demarcated in the field to ensure avoidance. 
6. Access to the Earley's Hill Park will be maintained at all times during construction activities. Temporary construction fencing will be installed along proposed construction limits prior to the start of construction activities to protect the existing 4(f) property and the public. Appropriate signage will be installed to alert users of construction activities, if in proximity to recreational facilities or features. No work will be performed within Earley's Hill Park on weekends and/or between 4:30PM and 6:00AM on weekdays from April 30th to July 31st. Except as necessary to facilitate construction activities, the staging and/or storage of construction equipment will not take place outside proposed construction limits, within park property boundaries. The contractor will closely coordinate the construction schedule with the City of Alliance Engineer and the City of Alliance Parks & Recreation Department.
7. Access to the Hester Mini-Park will be maintained at all times during construction activities. Temporary construction fencing will be installed along proposed construction limits prior to the start of construction activities to protect the existing 4(f) property and the public. Appropriate signage will be installed to alert users of construction activities, if in proximity to recreational facilities or features. Except as necessary to facilitate construction activities, the staging and/or storage of construction equipment will not take place outside proposed construction limits, within park property boundaries. The contractor will closely coordinate the construction schedule with the City of Alliance Engineer and the City of Alliance Parks & Recreation Department.
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8. A minimum of one lane of traffic in each direction shall be maintained at all times by use of existing pavement and vehicular and pedestrian access to all abutting properties shall be maintained during project construction. No street closures are anticipated for the project.
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	Form Preparer
	Brian Peck
ODOT DISTRICT 4

330-786-4931
Brian.Peck@dot.ohio.gov



	Supporting Form Preparer(s)
	Brian Peck, Chad Root, David Celik
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	Approved & Electronically Signed By:
	Approval Date:


	Edward Deley PROGRAM ADMIN 3
	February 21, 2017
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	February 21, 2017
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Determination Request Form for Recreational Properties.pdf
OES Recreational Determination - No Use.pdf
OES Recreational Determination - Exception.pdf
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Screening.pdf
Project Related Correspondence Containing an OES Decision.pdf
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SHPO Comments.pdf
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Level 1 ESR STA-Iron Horse Tr PID 99484.pdf
Coordination with USFWS.pdf
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USFWS Comment and Response Information.pdf
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Census Mapping.pdf
Environmental Justice Form.pdf.pdf
[bookmark: _Toc256000015]Public Involvement
Correspondence with Stakeholders.pdf
Property Owner Ltr with Comment Sheet.pdf
Press Release.pdf
Press Release 01-23-2017.pdf
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Flood Plain Permit.pdf
Public Explination of Flood Plain Impact.pdf
FEMA FIRM.pdf
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