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The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by ODOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 11, 2015, and executed by FHWA and ODOT.
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	Project Sponsor
	Kent, City of


	ODOT District
	4


	Funding Source
	Federal


	Private Funding:
	No


	
	


Project Description: 
The city ofKent, in cooperation with the Kent Parks & Recreation Department, proposesto expand an existing trailhead parking lot, enhance existing trailconnections, establish an on-street trail connection and construct a 10-foot concreteshared-use trail with 2-foot shoulders in the city of Kent, Portage County, Ohio.  This project begins at the John Brown TanneryPark (Tannery Park) where it proposes to expand the existing trailheadparking lot and enhance the existing trail connections.  From Tannery Park, the project then proceeds eastward along Summit Street and northward along Franklin Avenuewith the proposed on-street trail connection to the south side of theSR-59/Haymaker Parkway bridge, then parallels SR-59/Haymaker Parkway with the proposedconcrete shared-use trail and ends at the existing Kent State University (KSU)Esplanade.  The project length isapproximately 0.52 mile.  The projectalso includes post-construction storm water management measures, signage,lighting, landscaping, pavement markings, utility relocation and grading. 
The projectwill acquire 0.0193 acre of new permanent right-of-way and 0.2337 acre oftemporary right-of-way from a property located south of SR-59/Haymaker Parkwayand west of SR-43/Water Street.  Additionalearth disturbing activities beyond the existing street right-of-way areproposed to construct the project. However, these proposed activities will occur on property owned by Kent.  Therefore, the projectwill not acquire any new permanent and/or temporary rights-of-way from thesecity-owned properties.
On June 6and November 23, 2016, Kent mailed project notification letters to property owners and tenantsadjacent to the project area. Kent also released a project news release to the local media on November 23, 2016.  This news release described the project andrequested comments from the public.  A news article waspublished about the project in the Record-Courier, a Portage County newspaper, on November 29,2016.  Two letters with comments about the project were received as a result of the public involvement activities conducted for the project.  
One comment,dated June 18, 2016, expressed concern about the need for additional safebicycle trail connections in Kent.  Thecity of Kent replied on July 8, 2016, stating future bicycle connections wereawarded grants and the city is working diligently to meet the increasing demandfor bicycle and pedestrian facilities.
The secondcomment, dated December 1, 2016, expressed concerns about safety andconnectivity of the proposed route and suggested an alternative route for theproposed concrete shared-use trail section. Specifically, the comment was concerned about safety at the SR-59, Water Street and Depeyester Street crossings. The city of Kent replied on January 9, 2017, stating the proposed routeis the best solution at this time and for the foreseeable future and it is thecity's main goal to get cyclists and pedestrians off the street as much aspossible.  Additionally, the city statedevery effort is being made to make the crossings of concern as safe as possible.  
The projectwill not impact any threatened/endangered species/habitats, streams, rivers, wetlands orother waters of the United States.  
On March 28,2016, in accordance with Stipulation 4B of the Programmatic Agreement(Agreement No. 16734), Executed November 30, 2011, ODOT-Office of Environmental Services (OES) determined a finding of "No Historic Properties Affected" is applicable to theproject. 
Recreationalproperties, John Brown Tannery Park, the Crooked River Adventures, and the KSUGateway/Esplanade, were identified within the project study area.  The Kent Parks & RecreationDepartment concurred on September 15, 2016, the KSU Department of Recreational Services, Outdoor Adventure concurred on August 26, 2016, and KSU concurred on September 15, 2016, with theassessment of impacts and proposed measures to minimize harm for John BrownTannery Park, the Crooked River Adventures and the KSU Gateway/Esplanade,respectively.  A Determination RequestForm for Recreational Properties (9/30/2016) was submitted to the ODOT-OESPolicy Section. Based on their review of the submitted information, theODOT-OES Policy Section issued a No Use determination for the Crooked RiverAdventures and KSU Gateway and a Temporary No Use determination for John BrownTannery Park (10/3/2016). 
Moreover, the KSU Department of Recreational Services, Adventure Center concurred on February 16, 2017, and the Kent Parks & Recreation Department concurredon February 6, 2017, with a proposed increase in the closure duration of the existing trailhead parking lot at John BrownTannery Park from an initial 45 consecutive days to the currently required 60 consecutive days to construct the project.  No further Section 4(f)coordination is required for the project.  
	STIP Reference #
	2016stipID0124FDCO and is fiscally contrained.


	Select the appropriate project type:
	(26) Modernization of a highway by resurfacing, restoration, rehabilitation, reconstruction, adding shoulders, or adding auxiliary lanes (including parking, weaving, turning, and climbing lanes), if the action meets the constraints in paragraph (e) of this section. Examples include: Joint or limited use of right-of-way where the proposed use would have minimal or no adverse social (including highway safety), economic or environmental impacts; Installation of new noise walls and other new noise mitigation projects; Construction of highway safety and truck escape ramps; Construction of bicycle lanes and pedestrian walkways, sidewalks, shared-use paths, or facilities and trailhead parking that do not otherwise qualify for a C1 designation; Beautification or facility improvement projects (i.e. landscaping, curb and gutter installation and replacement, ADA ramps/curb ramps, installation of park benches, decorative lighting, etc.); Construction of alternative energy facilities (fuel tank farms, wind turbines, etc.)


In accordance with 23 CFR 771.117(e), the proposed project cannot be processed as a C2 CE, if it involves -
1. a. Acquisition of more than a minor amount of right-of-way
2. b. Residential or non-residential displacements
3. c. A Coast Guard, Individual Section 404 and/or a Section 10 permit
4. d. A Section 106 finding of Adverse Effect
5. e. A Section 4(f) Programmatic or Individual Evaluation
6. f. A finding of May Affect, Likely to Adversely Affect to Threatened and Endangered Species
7. g. Construction of temporary access, or the closure of existing road, bridge, or ramps, that would result in major traffic disruptions
8. h. Changes in access control
9. i. Floodplain encroachment other than functionally dependent uses (e.g., bridges, wetlands) or actions that facilitate open space use (e.g., recreational trails, bicycle and pedestrian paths)
10. j. Construction activities in, across or adjacent to a river component designated or proposed for inclusion in the National System of Wild and Scenic Rivers
11. k. No minor public or agency controversy on environmental grounds (no opposition from any organized groups or agencies and no unresolved environmental coordination)
12. l. If an EJ Analysis Report is required, the project must be processed as a D-level CE or higher level document

For certification purposes, documentation is required to illustrate no significant impacts will occur to the following environmental resources and that no unusual circumstances exist that would warrant a higher level of NEPA document. Upload all supporting documentation to the project file.
	Waterways:
	Not Present


	Endangered Species:
	No Impacts to Protected Species and Critical Habitat


	100-Year Floodplain:
	No Encroachment Within a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA)


	Section 4(f):
	Present; No Programmatic Evaluation or Individual Evaluation Required


	Section 4(f) Determination:
	No Use

	
	Temporary No Use Exception - 774.13(d)


	Section 4(f) Determination Date - No Use
	10/03/2016


	Section 4(f) Determination Date - 774.13(d)
	10/03/2016


	Section 6(f):
	Not present


	Cultural Resources:
	Present; No Finding of Adverse Effect


	Cultural Resources Coordination:
	No Historic Properties Affected


	Cultural Resources Coordination - SHPO Concurrence Date:
	03/28/2016


Projects that meet C2 criteria are not anticipated to have impacts to the following environmental resources. If resources are present, documentation is only required if there is a potential for impacts.
	Air Quality:
	Studies Not Required


	Air Quality - Coordination with OES:
	No


	Noise:
	Studies Not Required


	Noise Coordination - OES Approval Date:
	


	Hazardous Materials - ESA Screening Conducted
	Yes


	Hazardous Materials - OES Approval Date:
	03/02/2016


	Phase I ESA Warranted Based on Coordination with OES:
	Yes


	Phase II ESA Warranted Based on Coordination with OES:
	No Further Studies Warranted


	Hazardous Materials - Coordination Results
	No Further Studies Warranted


	Hazardous Materials - OES Approval Date - Phase I:
	08/12/2016


	Farmland:
	Urbanized Area; No Impacts in Accordance With the Farmland MOU and 7 CFR 658


	Scenic Rivers
	No National Wild and Scenic River Within 1000 Feet of the Proposed Project Area


Projects that meet C2 criteria must be in accordance with ODOT's EJ Guidance and activities conducted for Public Involvement are commensurate to the project's type and scope of work.
	Environmental Justice:
	Does Not Exceed EJ Guidance Criteria; No EJ Analysis Report Required and No EJ Issues Raised During Public Involvement


	Public Involvement:
	Minimum PI Requirements Met; No Minor Public or Agency Controversy on Environmental Grounds


	Environmental Commitments
	Yes


[bookmark: _Toc256000001]Environmental Commitments, 
1. THE CITY OF KENT SHALL NOTIFY THE LOCAL PUBLIC EMERGENCY SERVICES, THE LOCAL PRIVATE EMERGENCY MEDICAL/AMBULATORY SERVICES AND THE COMMUNITY A MINIMUM OF FOURTEEN (14) DAYS IN ADVANCE OF PROJECT CONSTRUCTION.  INCLUDED IN THE NOTIFICATION SHALL BE THE PROJECTED DATES OF ANY LANE RESTRICTIONS, ROADWAY CLOSURE(S) AND DETOUR ROUTE(S).  
2. Prior to project construction, the city of Kent will submit a Notice of Intent to the Ohio EPA for project coverage under the NPDES Construction Storm Water General Permit.
3. Access to the existing Section 4(f) properties within the project construction limits, consisting of the Crooked River Adventures, John Brown Tannery Park and the KSU Gateway Trail, shall be maintained at all times during project construction activities.
4. Temporary construction fencing shall be installed along the proposed construction limits prior to the start of construction activities to protect the existing Section 4(f) properties and the public.
5. Appropriate signage shall be installed to alert the existing Section 4(f) property users of project construction activities.
6. Except as necessary to facilitate construction activities, the staging and/or storage of construction equipment shall not take place beyond the proposed construction limits within the known boundaries of John Brown Tannery Park and the KSU Gateway Trail/Esplanade.
7. The contractor shall closely coordinate the project construction schedule with the city of Kent Engineer and the city of Kent Parks & Recreation Department.
8. Contractor shall maintain pedestrian/bicycle access and take measure(s) to protect the public from the project construction area.
9. An operational plan shall be prepared and implemented between the city of Kent Parks & Recreation Department and KSU's Department of Recreational Services addressing the logistics of canoe and kayak loading/unloading during project construction. 
10. Pedestrian access shall be maintained to and parking/access is available from the adjacent Fred Fuller Park.
11. All consultation under Section 7(a) of the ESA shall be concluded and waterway permits (if applicable) shall be submitted to the appropriate agencies prior to any tree-clearing for the project.
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Commitments
1. THE CITY OF KENT SHALL NOTIFY THE LOCAL PUBLIC EMERGENCY SERVICES, THE LOCAL PRIVATE EMERGENCY MEDICAL/AMBULATORY SERVICES AND THE COMMUNITY A MINIMUM OF FOURTEEN (14) DAYS IN ADVANCE OF PROJECT CONSTRUCTION.  INCLUDED IN THE NOTIFICATION SHALL BE THE PROJECTED DATES OF ANY LANE RESTRICTIONS, ROADWAY CLOSURE(S) AND DETOUR ROUTE(S).  
2. Prior to project construction, the city of Kent will submit a Notice of Intent to the Ohio EPA for project coverage under the NPDES Construction Storm Water General Permit.
3. Access to the existing Section 4(f) properties within the project construction limits, consisting of the Crooked River Adventures, John Brown Tannery Park and the KSU Gateway Trail, shall be maintained at all times during project construction activities.
4. Temporary construction fencing shall be installed along the proposed construction limits prior to the start of construction activities to protect the existing Section 4(f) properties and the public.
5. Appropriate signage shall be installed to alert the existing Section 4(f) property users of project construction activities.
6. Except as necessary to facilitate construction activities, the staging and/or storage of construction equipment shall not take place beyond the proposed construction limits within the known boundaries of John Brown Tannery Park and the KSU Gateway Trail/Esplanade.
7. The contractor shall closely coordinate the project construction schedule with the city of Kent Engineer and the city of Kent Parks & Recreation Department.
8. Contractor shall maintain pedestrian/bicycle access and take measure(s) to protect the public from the project construction area.
9. An operational plan shall be prepared and implemented between the city of Kent Parks & Recreation Department and KSU's Department of Recreational Services addressing the logistics of canoe and kayak loading/unloading during project construction. 
10. Pedestrian access shall be maintained to and parking/access is available from the adjacent Fred Fuller Park.
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11. All consultation under Section 7(a) of the ESA shall be concluded and waterway permits (if applicable) shall be submitted to the appropriate agencies prior to any tree-clearing for the project.
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	Form Preparer
	Ann Schweitzer
GPD Group
1801 Watermark Drive Suite 375, Columbus OH 43215
614-859-1630
aschweitzer@gpdgroup.com



	Supporting Form Preparer(s)
	Brian Peck, Chad Root, Jon Hunt, Grant Stuller
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	Approved & Electronically Signed By:
	Approval Date:


	Edward Deley PROGRAM ADMIN 3
	March 23, 2017

	Edward Deley PROGRAM ADMIN 3
	March 23, 2017
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Site Specific Property Map.pdf
Determination Request Form for Recreational Properties.pdf
OES Recreational Determination - No Use.pdf
OES Recreational Determination - Exception.pdf
OES Recreational Determination Exception.pdf
Correspondence with OWJ - Tannery Park 2.pdf
Correspondence with OWJ - CrookedRiver 2.pdf
Project Related OES Correspondence.pdf
Correspondence with OWJ - CrookedRiver 1.pdf
Correspondence with OWJ - KSU Gateway 1.pdf
Correspondence with OWJ - Tannery Park 1.pdf
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Stage 2 Design.pdf
Topo Map.pdf
Right of Way Plan Sheets.pdf
County Map.pdf
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Screening.pdf
OES Recommendations - Screening.pdf
Phase I .pdf
Project Related Correspondence Containing an OES Decision.pdf
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Section 106 Request for Review.pdf
OES Approval - No Historic Properties Affected.pdf
Attachment 2 to SHPO IOC.pdf
Request for Information.pdf
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Level 1 Ecological Survey.pdf
Proj Correspond Containing OES Decision.pdf
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Water Source Protection Area Map.pdf
Urbanized Areas Map.pdf
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Minority Populations Map.pdf
Low-Income Populations Map.pdf
EJ Documentation.pdf
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Property Owner Notification Letter.pdf
EMS and Local Schools Notification.pdf
Exhibit.pdf
Notification Mailing List.pdf
Public Comments Received.pdf
Public Comments Received 2.pdf
Response to Public Comments.pdf
Response to Public Comments 2.pdf
Property Owner Notification Letter 2.pdf
News Article.pdf
Press Release.pdf
Property Owner Notification Mailing List.pdf
Property Owner Notification Mail List2.pdf
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FEMA FIRM.pdf
Local Floodplain Administrator Approval.pdf
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