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The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by ODOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 11, 2015, and executed by FHWA and ODOT.
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	Project Sponsor
	ODOT SPONSORING AGENCY


	ODOT District
	4


	Funding Source
	State, Other


	Private Funding:
	No


	
	


Project Description: 
The Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) proposesvarious improvements to State Route (SR) 8, SR 261 and SR 303 within the cities of Akron, Cuyahoga Falls, Hudson and Stow and in the villageof Boston Heights in Summit County.  All proposed projectconstruction activities will occur within existing street/roadwayrights-of-way.  This project will notimpact any environmentally sensitive resources.
The project includes the proposed improvement of 3.42 milesof SR 8 includes planing and resurfacing the pavement, partial depth repairs,ramp resurfacing and various minor maintenance activities on 13structures.  Approximately 0.57 mile ofSR 303 pavement will be resurfaced and guardrail will be repaired as part ofthe project.  Pavement resurfacing and aroad diet on 0.54 mile of SR 261/Tallmadge Avenue are also proposed betweenSR 8 and North Main Street in Akron as part of the project.  The resurfaced pavement will be restripedfrom the existing four substandard width narrowtravel lanes (two lanes in each direction) to three standard width vehiclelanes with one through lane in each direction and a center two way left turnlane. The pavement section will also have dedicated striped bicycle lanes.  
A traffic study, dated April 27, 2011, evaluated SR 261between SR 8 and South Main Street as part of the SUM 261 - 11.50; PID 88556;project sponsored by the city of Akron. The study noted elevated crash ratesassociated with turning vehicles and that a road diet would not reducecapacity.  The traffic study can be foundat Project File/Purpose and Need/Existing and Future Conditions/TrafficData.pdf. 
The road diet on SR 261 was previously proposed to the areapopulation through outreach efforts by Akron as part of the SUM 261 - 11.50;PID 88556; project.  Akron conducted apublic involvement meeting on June 22, 2015, for the SUM 261 - 11.50; PID88556; project.  For the SUM 8 - 4.31;PID 84658; project, ODOT expanded upon Akron's previous public involvementefforts by updating the Akron SUM 261 - 11.50; PID 88556; project contact listto include additional area residents, property owners, businesses, stakeholdersand individuals who expressed interest in the Akron SUM 261 - 11.50; PID 88556;project.  To explain the proposed ODOTimprovements to SR 261/Tallmadge Avenue and solicit public comments, ODOTreleased a news release to the local media and sent a letter or e-mail concerning the SUM 8 - 4.31; PID 84658; project to individuals on the updated contact list. Public comments were not received byODOT as a result of these additional public involvement activities.  The community will again be notified aboutthe SUM 8 - 4.31; PID 84658; project prior to and during project constructionin advance of any lane restrictions, street/road closures and associated detoursrequired to construct the project.
See public involvement materials at Project File/PublicInvolvement/Project Information.




	STIP Reference #
	Statewide Line Item (SLI) Number 32 and is fiscally constrained.


	Select the appropriate project type:
	(26) Modernization of a highway by resurfacing, restoration, rehabilitation, reconstruction, adding shoulders, or adding auxiliary lanes (including parking, weaving, turning, and climbing lanes), if the action meets the constraints in paragraph (e) of this section. Examples include: Joint or limited use of right-of-way where the proposed use would have minimal or no adverse social (including highway safety), economic or environmental impacts; Installation of new noise walls and other new noise mitigation projects; Construction of highway safety and truck escape ramps; Construction of bicycle lanes and pedestrian walkways, sidewalks, shared-use paths, or facilities and trailhead parking that do not otherwise qualify for a C1 designation; Beautification or facility improvement projects (i.e. landscaping, curb and gutter installation and replacement, ADA ramps/curb ramps, installation of park benches, decorative lighting, etc.); Construction of alternative energy facilities (fuel tank farms, wind turbines, etc.)

	
	(27) Highway safety or traffic operations improvement projects, including the installation of ramp metering control devices and lighting, if the project meets the constraints in paragraph (e) of this section. Examples include: Lane reduction ("road diet") changes provided traffic analysis is completed; Railroad projects that close at-grade crossings to improve safety or traffic operations.

	
	(28) Bridge rehabilitation, reconstruction, or replacement or the construction of grade separation to replace existing at-grade railroad crossings, if the actions meet the constraints in 23 CFR 771.117(e). Examples include: Railroad projects that close or relocate at-grade crossings


In accordance with 23 CFR 771.117(e), the proposed project cannot be processed as a C2 CE, if it involves -
1. a. Acquisition of more than a minor amount of right-of-way
2. b. Residential or non-residential displacements
3. c. A Coast Guard, Individual Section 404 and/or a Section 10 permit
4. d. A Section 106 finding of Adverse Effect
5. e. A Section 4(f) Programmatic or Individual Evaluation
6. f. A finding of May Affect, Likely to Adversely Affect to Threatened and Endangered Species
7. g. Construction of temporary access, or the closure of existing road, bridge, or ramps, that would result in major traffic disruptions
8. h. Changes in access control
9. i. Floodplain encroachment other than functionally dependent uses (e.g., bridges, wetlands) or actions that facilitate open space use (e.g., recreational trails, bicycle and pedestrian paths)
10. j. Construction activities in, across or adjacent to a river component designated or proposed for inclusion in the National System of Wild and Scenic Rivers
11. k. No minor public or agency controversy on environmental grounds (no opposition from any organized groups or agencies and no unresolved environmental coordination)
12. l. If an EJ Analysis Report is required, the project must be processed as a D-level CE or higher level document

For certification purposes, documentation is required to illustrate no significant impacts will occur to the following environmental resources and that no unusual circumstances exist that would warrant a higher level of NEPA document. Upload all supporting documentation to the project file.
	Waterways:
	Not Present


	Endangered Species:
	No Impacts to Protected Species and Critical Habitat


	100-Year Floodplain:
	No Encroachment Within a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA)


	Section 4(f):
	Not present


	Section 6(f):
	Not present


	Cultural Resources:
	Not Present


Projects that meet C2 criteria are not anticipated to have impacts to the following environmental resources. If resources are present, documentation is only required if there is a potential for impacts.
	Air Quality:
	Studies Not Required


	Air Quality - Coordination with OES:
	No


	Noise:
	Studies Not Required


	Noise Coordination - OES Approval Date:
	


	Hazardous Materials - ESA Screening Conducted
	Studies Not Required


	Farmland:
	Urbanized Area; No Impacts in Accordance With the Farmland MOU and 7 CFR 658


	Scenic Rivers
	No National Wild and Scenic River Within 1000 Feet of the Proposed Project Area


Projects that meet C2 criteria must be in accordance with ODOT's EJ Guidance and activities conducted for Public Involvement are commensurate to the project's type and scope of work.
	Environmental Justice:
	Does Not Exceed EJ Guidance Criteria; No EJ Analysis Report Required and No EJ Issues Raised During Public Involvement


	Public Involvement:
	Minimum PI Requirements Met; No Minor Public or Agency Controversy on Environmental Grounds


	Environmental Commitments
	Yes


[bookmark: _Toc256000001]Environmental Commitments, 
1. COMMUNITY NOTIFICATION: THE CONTRACTOR WILL ADVISE THE ODOT PROJECT ENGINEER A MINIMUM OF TWENTY-ONE (21) DAYS PRIOR TO THE START OF CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES. THE CONTRACTOR MUST ALSO PROVIDE NOTIFICATION TO THE ODOT PROJECT ENGINEER A MINIMUM OF TWENTY-ONE (21) DAYS PRIOR TO ANY LANE RESTRICTIONS OR CLOSURES. THE ODOT PROJECT ENGINEER WILL FORWARD THIS INFORMATION TO THE ODOT DISTRICT PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER FOR USE TO NOTIFY EMERGENCY SERVICES AND THE PUBLIC A MINIMUM OF FOURTEEN (14) DAYS PRIOR TO THE START OF PROJECT CONSTRUCTION. INCLUDED IN THIS NOTIFICATION WILL BE THE PROPOSED LANE RESTRICTIONS, ROAD CLOSURES AND DETOURS REQUIRED BY THE PROJECT.
2. STRUCTURE PAINTING/CONCRETE SEALING OPERATIONS:  THE CONTRACTOR SHALL TAKE ALL PRECAUTIONS NECESSARY TO PREVENT EPOXY-URETHANE SEALER, PAINT OR OTHER MATERIALS USED TO REPAIR, CLEAN, PAINT, SEAL OR TREAT ANY STRUCTURE FROM ENTERING ANY STREAMS, WETLANDS OR OTHER WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES AND TAKE THE APPROPRIATE ACTIONS IN THE EVENT OF A RELEASE.
3. STREAM AVOIDANCE (SUM-8-0598):  UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHALL THE CONTRACTOR IMPACT THE CUYAHOGA RIVER.  NO EXCAVATION, GRADING OR FILLING OPERATIONS SHALL BE PERFORMED IN THE CUYAHOGA RIVER.   UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHALL THE CONTRACTOR STORE CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT AND/OR MATERIALS IN THE CUYAHOGA RIVER.
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1. COMMUNITY NOTIFICATION: THE CONTRACTOR WILL ADVISE THE ODOT PROJECT ENGINEER A MINIMUM OF TWENTY-ONE (21) DAYS PRIOR TO THE START OF CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES. THE CONTRACTOR MUST ALSO PROVIDE NOTIFICATION TO THE ODOT PROJECT ENGINEER A MINIMUM OF TWENTY-ONE (21) DAYS PRIOR TO ANY LANE RESTRICTIONS OR CLOSURES. THE ODOT PROJECT ENGINEER WILL FORWARD THIS INFORMATION TO THE ODOT DISTRICT PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER FOR USE TO NOTIFY EMERGENCY SERVICES AND THE PUBLIC A MINIMUM OF FOURTEEN (14) DAYS PRIOR TO THE START OF PROJECT CONSTRUCTION. INCLUDED IN THIS NOTIFICATION WILL BE THE PROPOSED LANE RESTRICTIONS, ROAD CLOSURES AND DETOURS REQUIRED BY THE PROJECT.
2. STRUCTURE PAINTING/CONCRETE SEALING OPERATIONS:  THE CONTRACTOR SHALL TAKE ALL PRECAUTIONS NECESSARY TO PREVENT EPOXY-URETHANE SEALER, PAINT OR OTHER MATERIALS USED TO REPAIR, CLEAN, PAINT, SEAL OR TREAT ANY STRUCTURE FROM ENTERING ANY STREAMS, WETLANDS OR OTHER WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES AND TAKE THE APPROPRIATE ACTIONS IN THE EVENT OF A RELEASE.
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3. STREAM AVOIDANCE (SUM-8-0598):  UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHALL THE CONTRACTOR IMPACT THE CUYAHOGA RIVER.  NO EXCAVATION, GRADING OR FILLING OPERATIONS SHALL BE PERFORMED IN THE CUYAHOGA RIVER.   UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHALL THE CONTRACTOR STORE CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT AND/OR MATERIALS IN THE CUYAHOGA RIVER.
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	Form Preparer
	District 4


	Supporting Form Preparer(s)
	Nicholas Chaney, Robert Lang
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	Approved & Electronically Signed By:
	Approval Date:


	Edward Deley PROGRAM ADMIN 3
	August 11, 2016

	Edward Deley PROGRAM ADMIN 3
	August 11, 2016
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