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The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by ODOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 11, 2015, and executed by FHWA and ODOT.
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	Project Sponsor
	DISTRICT 4-PLANNING


	ODOT District
	4


	Funding Source
	Federal, State, Other


	Private Funding:
	No


	
	


Project Description: 
Thisdesign-build project proposes to extend the northbound and southbounddeceleration lanes of SR 8 to the Howe Avenue exit in the cities of Akron andCuyahoga Falls with full depth pavement. The purpose of the project is toincrease the storage on the northbound and southbound exit ramps from StateRoute 8 to Howe Avenue to eliminate queuing from the ramp intersections.
Allshoulders will be replaced with the same composition and build-up as theexisting ramp pavement.  Any affecteditems of the existing lighting on SR-8 will be replaced.  The project limits are Straight Line Mile(SLM) 4.03 to SLM 4.87 and the project length is 0.83 mile. 
For the SR-8northbound exit ramp to Howe Avenue (Ramp C), the proposed deceleration laneextension will be a distance of 555 feet with a 100 foot taper.
For the SR-8southbound exit ramp to Howe Avenue (Ramp F), the proposed deceleration laneextension will be a distance of 981 feet with a 100 foot taper.
Moreover,the design-build scope includes the in-kind repair/replacement of any disturbedsalt diversion trench liner that exists beneath the surface soil material alongthe SR-8 southbound exit ramp (Ramp F) to Howe Avenue to afford sufficientprotection of the Federally threatened Northern Monkshood plants located withinGorge Metro Park abutting the west side of SR 8.
Allconstruction activities will be performed within existing highwayright-of-way.  The project will notimpact any environmentally sensitive resources.




	STIP Reference #
	Statewide Line Item (SLI) 15 and is fiscally constrained. 


	Cultural Resources Coordination:
	(1) Minimum Potential Appendix A


	Cultural Resources Coordination Date:
	09/01/2016


	Supporting documentation has been uploaded to Project File:
	No


	Select the appropriate project type (more than one can be selected):
	(22) Projects, as defined in 23 U.S.C. 101, that would take place entirely within the existing operational right-of-way. Existing operational right-of-way refers to right-of-way that has been disturbed for an existing transportation facility or is maintained for a transportation purpose. This area includes the features associated with the physical footprint of the transportation facility (including the roadway, bridges, interchanges, culverts, drainage, fixed guideways, mitigation areas, etc.) and other areas maintained for transportation purposes such as clear zone, traffic control signage, landscaping, any rest areas with direct access to a controlled access highway, areas maintained for safety and security of a transportation facility, parking facilities with direct access to an existing transportation facility, transit power substations, transit venting structures, and transit maintenance facilities. Portions of the right-of-way that have not been disturbed or that are not maintained for transportation purposes are not in the existing operational right-of-way. Examples include: Tower lighting within the existing operational right-of-way; Guardrail installation and replacement (including median cable barriers) where roadway ditches and backslopes will not be relocated; Improvements to existing ODOT/County maintenance facilities; Construction of new ODOT/County maintenance facilities within existing operational right-of-way; Environmental mitigation activities within existing operational right-of-way; Work on pedestrian and vehicle transfer structures and associated utilities, buildings, and terminals within existing operational right-of-way; Construction of alternative energy facilities (fuel tank farms, wind turbines, etc.)


	Environmental Commitments:
	Yes
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1. THE CONTRACTOR WILL ADVISE THE ODOT PROJECT ENGINEER A MINIMUM OF TWENTY-ONE (21) DAYS PRIOR TO THE START OF CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES. THE CONTRACTOR MUST ALSO PROVIDE NOTIFICATION TO THE ODOT PROJECT ENGINEER A MINIMUM OF TWENTY-ONE (21) DAYS PRIOR TO ANY LANE RESTRICTIONS OR CLOSURES. THE ODOT PROJECT ENGINEER WILL FORWARD THIS INFORMATION TO THE ODOT DISTRICT PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER FOR USE TO NOTIFY EMERGENCY SERVICES AND THE PUBLIC A MINIMUM OF FOURTEEN (14) DAYS PRIOR TO THE START OF PROJECT CONSTRUCTION. INCLUDED IN THIS NOTIFICATION WILL BE THE PROPOSED LANE RESTRICTIONS, ROAD CLOSURES AND DETOURS REQUIRED BY THE PROJECT.
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2. THE DESIGN-BUILD SCOPE SHALL INCLUDE THE IN-KIND REPAIR/REPLACEMENT OF ANY DISTURBED SALT DIVERSION TRENCH LINER THAT EXISTS BENEATH THE SURFACE SOIL MATERIAL ALONG THE SR-8 SOUTHBOUND EXIT RAMP (RAMP F) TO HOWE AVENUE TO AFFORD SUFFICIENT PROTECTION OF THE FEDERALLY THREATENED NORTHERN MONKSHOOD PLANTS LOCATED WITHIN GORGE METRO PARK ABUTTING THE WEST SIDE OF SR 8.
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1. THE CONTRACTOR WILL ADVISE THE ODOT PROJECT ENGINEER A MINIMUM OF TWENTY-ONE (21) DAYS PRIOR TO THE START OF CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES. THE CONTRACTOR MUST ALSO PROVIDE NOTIFICATION TO THE ODOT PROJECT ENGINEER A MINIMUM OF TWENTY-ONE (21) DAYS PRIOR TO ANY LANE RESTRICTIONS OR CLOSURES. THE ODOT PROJECT ENGINEER WILL FORWARD THIS INFORMATION TO THE ODOT DISTRICT PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER FOR USE TO NOTIFY EMERGENCY SERVICES AND THE PUBLIC A MINIMUM OF FOURTEEN (14) DAYS PRIOR TO THE START OF PROJECT CONSTRUCTION. INCLUDED IN THIS NOTIFICATION WILL BE THE PROPOSED LANE RESTRICTIONS, ROAD CLOSURES AND DETOURS REQUIRED BY THE PROJECT.
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	Form Preparer
	District 4


	Supporting Form Preparer(s)
	Robert Lang
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	Approved & Electronically Signed By:
	Approval Date:


	Edward Deley PROGRAM ADMIN 3
	September 1, 2016

	Edward Deley PROGRAM ADMIN 3
	September 1, 2016
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