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	Project Sponsor
	STARK COUNTY ENGINEER


	ODOT District
	4


	Funding Source
	State, Other


	Private Funding:
	No


	
	


Project Description: 
The Stark County Engineer proposes to improve theintersection of Whipple Avenue and Everhard Road in Jackson Township, StarkCounty, and mill, repair and resurface Everhard Road east of the intersectionimprovement in the city of North Canton. 
The Whipple Avenue/Everhard Road intersection improvementstudy area extends along Everhard Road from the I-77 southbound entrance ramp (just east of Metro Circle NW) to approximately 200 feet east of the Akron Metro RTA Railroad crossing and along Whipple Avenue from Belden Village Street NW to the southern right-of-way line of the Akron Metro RTA railroad track.  The land uses within the Whipple Avenue/Everhard Road intersection improvement study area is predominately built-out commercial with some residential.  The pavement repair/resurfacinglimits extend east of the Akron Metro RTA railroad crossing (eastern limit ofthe intersection improvement project) to South Main Street, a additional distance ofapproximately 1.12 miles. 
 Improvements proposedat the Whipple Avenue/Everhard Road intersection area include:
Extension of the existing left turn lane on allfour approaches of the Whipple Avenue/Everhard Road intersection.
Addition of a left turn lane on the south approach of Whipple Avenue at Everhard Road to create dual northbound left turnlanes to Everhard Road.
Construction of a new Two-Way Left Turn Lane(TWLTL) on the north approach from the proposed left turn lane extension to the Akron Metro RTA Railroad track.
Construction of a new TWLTL on Everhard Roadon the east approach from the proposed left turn lane extension toward Stratmoor DriveNW.
Construction of a new drop right turn lane onboth approaches of Everhard Road at Whipple Avenue.
Reconstruction of the existing Whipple Avenue/IR 77exit ramp northbound right turn lane; addition of a concrete median to separate theright turn lane from the existing northbound through lane to prohibit vehicular merges. 
To accommodate the widening on WhippleAvenue, an existing culvert structure located east of the Akron Metro RTARailroad right-of-way on Everhard Road (Station (STA) 136+40) and a second culvertstructure located on Whipple Avenue 500' south of the Akron Metro RTA Railroad(STA 42+05) will be replaced by the project. Further, proposed intersection improvements also include storm sewerupgrades, as needed, and installation of new curb and gutter and catch/inletbasins along the intersection improvement project length.  
No other improvements are proposed along theEverhard Road resurfacing section.
The project involves widening with linear strip permanent and temporary rights-of-way acquisition of less than 10 acres per linear mile.  The project will not result in impacts to farmland in accordance with the Farmland MOU, 7 CFR 658 and ORC 929.05.
Three wetlands areas were identified within the project study area.  Wetland 1 is located east of Whipple Avenue and abuts the Akron Metro RTA Railroad right-of-way. Wetland 2 abuts the northbound IR 77 entrance ramp within the IR 77 Limited Access (LA) right-of-way and Wetland 3 abuts the Zimber Ditch at an existing Everhard Road culvert structure east of the Akron Metro RTA Railroad right-of-way (Sta. 136+40).  Wetland 1 and Wetland 2 are located well beyond the project construction limits and shall be avoided by the project.  Project construction will result in permanent impacts to approximately 0.001 acre of Wetland 3.
	STIP Reference #
	2016stipID0241FDRW and 2016stipID0241FDCO and is fiscally constrained.


	Select the appropriate project type:
	(26) Modernization of a highway by resurfacing, restoration, rehabilitation, reconstruction, adding shoulders, or adding auxiliary lanes (including parking, weaving, turning, and climbing lanes), if the action meets the constraints in paragraph (e) of this section. Examples include: Joint or limited use of right-of-way where the proposed use would have minimal or no adverse social (including highway safety), economic or environmental impacts; Installation of new noise walls and other new noise mitigation projects; Construction of highway safety and truck escape ramps; Construction of bicycle lanes and pedestrian walkways, sidewalks, shared-use paths, or facilities and trailhead parking that do not otherwise qualify for a C1 designation; Beautification or facility improvement projects (i.e. landscaping, curb and gutter installation and replacement, ADA ramps/curb ramps, installation of park benches, decorative lighting, etc.); Construction of alternative energy facilities (fuel tank farms, wind turbines, etc.)


In accordance with 23 CFR 771.117(e), the proposed project cannot be processed as a C2 CE, if it involves -
1. a. Acquisition of more than a minor amount of right-of-way
2. b. Residential or non-residential displacements
3. c. A Coast Guard, Individual Section 404 and/or a Section 10 permit
4. d. A Section 106 finding of Adverse Effect
5. e. A Section 4(f) Programmatic or Individual Evaluation
6. f. A finding of May Affect, Likely to Adversely Affect to Threatened and Endangered Species
7. g. Construction of temporary access, or the closure of existing road, bridge, or ramps, that would result in major traffic disruptions
8. h. Changes in access control
9. i. Floodplain encroachment other than functionally dependent uses (e.g., bridges, wetlands) or actions that facilitate open space use (e.g., recreational trails, bicycle and pedestrian paths)
10. j. Construction activities in, across or adjacent to a river component designated or proposed for inclusion in the National System of Wild and Scenic Rivers
11. k. No minor public or agency controversy on environmental grounds (no opposition from any organized groups or agencies and no unresolved environmental coordination)
12. l. If an EJ Analysis Report is required, the project must be processed as a D-level CE or higher level document

For certification purposes, documentation is required to illustrate no significant impacts will occur to the following environmental resources and that no unusual circumstances exist that would warrant a higher level of NEPA document. Upload all supporting documentation to the project file.
	Waterways:
	Present; No Coast Guard, Individual 404, and/or Section 10 Permit required


	Waterways Permit Type:
	Permit Determination and/or Permit Application Approval Pending


	Isolated Wetland Permit
	No


	Endangered Species:
	No Impacts to Protected Species and Critical Habitat


	100-Year Floodplain:
	Encroachment Within the SFHA is a Functionally Dependent Use


	EO 11988/NFIP Coordination and Documentation Completed:
	Yes


	NFIP Local Floodplain Coordinator Notification Date:
	04/13/2016


	Section 4(f):
	Not present


	Section 6(f):
	Not present


	Cultural Resources:
	Present; No Finding of Adverse Effect


	Cultural Resources Coordination:
	Minimum Potential to Cause Effect - Appendix B


	Cultural Resources Coordination - ODOT Approval Date:
	03/02/2015


Projects that meet C2 criteria are not anticipated to have impacts to the following environmental resources. If resources are present, documentation is only required if there is a potential for impacts.
	Air Quality:
	Studies Not Required


	Air Quality - Coordination with OES:
	Yes


	Air Quality - OES Approval Date:
	01/27/2016


	Noise:
	Studies Not Required


	Noise Coordination - OES Approval Date:
	


	Hazardous Materials - ESA Screening Conducted
	Yes


	Hazardous Materials - OES Approval Date:
	03/19/2015


	Phase I ESA Warranted Based on Coordination with OES:
	Yes


	Phase II ESA Warranted Based on Coordination with OES:
	Yes


	Hazardous Materials - Coordination Results
	No Further Studies Warranted


	Hazardous Materials - OES Approval Date - Phase I:
	03/24/2016


	Hazardous Materials - OES Approval Date - Phase II:
	05/02/2016


	Farmland:
	Non-Urbanized Area; No Impacts in Accordance With the Farmland MOU, 7 CFR 658, and ORC 929.05


	Scenic Rivers
	No National Wild and Scenic River Within 1000 Feet of the Proposed Project Area


Projects that meet C2 criteria must be in accordance with ODOT's EJ Guidance and activities conducted for Public Involvement are commensurate to the project's type and scope of work.
	Environmental Justice:
	Does Not Exceed EJ Guidance Criteria; No EJ Analysis Report Required and No EJ Issues Raised During Public Involvement


	Public Involvement:
	Minimum PI Requirements Met; No Minor Public or Agency Controversy on Environmental Grounds


	Environmental Commitments
	Yes


[bookmark: _Toc256000001]Environmental Commitments, 
1. All projects involving jurisdictional waters of the United States (streams, rivers, non-isolated wetlands) and/or isolated wetlands are subject to regulation under sections 404 and 401 of the Clean Water Act, and possibly Ohio EPA Isolated Wetland law. The waterway permits conditions verified for the project shall be incorporated into the project construction plan as Special Provisions. The project contractor shall adhere to all waterway permit terms and conditions throughout project construction.
2. Natural buffers adjacent to streams and wetlands shall be preserved to the maximum extent practicable. Existing riparian habitats should be maintained to the maximum extent practicable and equipment staging areas shall be kept well away from streams and wetlands to the extent practicable. ODOT Construction and Materials Specifications Section 107.10 (Protection and Restoration of Property) prohibit the contractor from creating staging areas near streams/wetlands.
3. The project is located within the known habitat ranges of the federally listed and protected Indiana Bat and Northern Long-Eared Bat.   Prior to demolition and removal of the structures at the McDowell Ditch on Everhard Road (STA 136+40) and on Whipple Avenue at a tributary of McDowell Ditch (STA 42+05), the underside of each structure shall be carefully examined for the presence of bats, especially from April 1 to September 30.  If any bats are found roosting on the underside of the structures, ODOT-OES (614-466-7100) shall be notified and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Ecological Services Division shall be contacted or provided with information.
4. Water column and sedimentation impacts shall be kept to a minimum through the use of best management practices for soil erosion and sedimentation control.  All soil erosion and sediment control measures shall be in place prior to any excavation, grading or filling operations and installation of proposed structures or utilities. They shall remain in place until construction is completed and the area is stabilized as accepted by the engineer. Specifications set forth in the most current version of ODOT's Construction and Material Specifications, Location and Design Manual and Standard Drawings shall be used to ensure adequate erosion and sediment control during construction.
5. 
The contractor will advise the Project Engineer a minimum of fourteen (14) days prior to the start of construction activities.  The contractor must also provide notification to the Project Engineer a minimum of fourteen days prior to any lane restrictions or closures.  The ODOT Project Engineer will forward this information to the Stark County Engineer's Office for use to notify emergency services and the public a minimum of fourteen (14) days prior to the start of project construction,  Included in the this notification will be the proposed lane restrictions, road closures and detours required by the project.

6. The contractor shall take all precautions necessary to prevent any incidental discharges associated with the excavation and hauling of material from streams and ditches. This pertains to any excavation operation such as, foundation pier or abutment excavation, channel clean out, excavation for rock channel protection.  All materials removed from streams and ditches must be immediately removed to an upland site and stabilized (i.e., seeded) to prevent redistribution into any waters of the United States.  Immediate removal is defined by the United States Army Corps of Engineers as depositing the removed materials directly into a truck and removing the material from the site. Placement of removed materials into a wetlands or on the banks of a stream even temporarily is considered a fill may require an additional permit action.
7. The mechanical equipment used to execute the work authorized herein shall be operated in such a way as to minimize turbidity that could degrade water quality and adversely affect aquatic plant and animal life.
8. The contractor shall take all precautions necessary to prevent epoxy-urethane sealer, paint or other materials used to repair, clean, paint, seal or treat any structure from entering any streams, wetlands or other waters of the United States and take the appropriate actions in the event of a release.
9. Areas disturbed by the project shall be seeded/revegetated and mulched during construction to encourage establishment of vegetation cover, decrease erosion and prevent erosion of sediments into waters of the United States.
10. Three wetlands areas were identified within the project study area.  Wetland 1 is located east of Whipple Avenue and abuts the Akron Metro RTA Railroad right-of-way.  Wetland 2 abuts the northbound IR77 on-ramp within the IR 77 Limited Access (LA) right-of-way and Wetland 3 abuts the Zimber Ditch at an existing Everhard Road culvert structure east of the Akron Metro RTA Railroad right-of-way (Sta. 136+40).  Wetland 1 and Wetland 2 are located beyond the project construction limits and shall be avoided by the project.  Project construction will result in permanent impacts to approximately 0.001 acre of Wetland 3.

Under no circumstances shall the contractor impact Wetland 1 and Wetland 2 and/or the remaining portion of Wetland 3 as indicated in the plan.  Under no circumstances shall the contractor store equipment and/or materials within wetlands areas.  To protect and delineate the boundary of the existing remaining wetlands within the project construction limits, filter fabric fence and construction fence shall be installed within the wetlands limits by the contractor prior to the start of any construction activities within these limits and adjacent areas including any necessary clearing and grubbing.   The filter fabric fence and construction fence shall maintained by the contractor throughout project construction and removed by the contractor at the completion of construction activities.
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Commitments
1. All projects involving jurisdictional waters of the United States (streams, rivers, non-isolated wetlands) and/or isolated wetlands are subject to regulation under sections 404 and 401 of the Clean Water Act, and possibly Ohio EPA Isolated Wetland law. The waterway permits conditions verified for the project shall be incorporated into the project construction plan as Special Provisions. The project contractor shall adhere to all waterway permit terms and conditions throughout project construction.
2. Natural buffers adjacent to streams and wetlands shall be preserved to the maximum extent practicable. Existing riparian habitats should be maintained to the maximum extent practicable and equipment staging areas shall be kept well away from streams and wetlands to the extent practicable. ODOT Construction and Materials Specifications Section 107.10 (Protection and Restoration of Property) prohibit the contractor from creating staging areas near streams/wetlands.
3. The project is located within the known habitat ranges of the federally listed and protected Indiana Bat and Northern Long-Eared Bat.   Prior to demolition and removal of the structures at the McDowell Ditch on Everhard Road (STA 136+40) and on Whipple Avenue at a tributary of McDowell Ditch (STA 42+05), the underside of each structure shall be carefully examined for the presence of bats, especially from April 1 to September 30.  If any bats are found roosting on the underside of the structures, ODOT-OES (614-466-7100) shall be notified and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Ecological Services Division shall be contacted or provided with information.
4. Water column and sedimentation impacts shall be kept to a minimum through the use of best management practices for soil erosion and sedimentation control.  All soil erosion and sediment control measures shall be in place prior to any excavation, grading or filling operations and installation of proposed structures or utilities. They shall remain in place until construction is completed and the area is stabilized as accepted by the engineer. Specifications set forth in the most current version of ODOT's Construction and Material Specifications, Location and Design Manual and Standard Drawings shall be used to ensure adequate erosion and sediment control during construction.
5. 
The contractor will advise the Project Engineer a minimum of fourteen (14) days prior to the start of construction activities.  The contractor must also provide notification to the Project Engineer a minimum of fourteen days prior to any lane restrictions or closures.  The ODOT Project Engineer will forward this information to the Stark County Engineer's Office for use to notify emergency services and the public a minimum of fourteen (14) days prior to the start of project construction,  Included in the this notification will be the proposed lane restrictions, road closures and detours required by the project.

6. The contractor shall take all precautions necessary to prevent any incidental discharges associated with the excavation and hauling of material from streams and ditches. This pertains to any excavation operation such as, foundation pier or abutment excavation, channel clean out, excavation for rock channel protection.  All materials removed from streams and ditches must be immediately removed to an upland site and stabilized (i.e., seeded) to prevent redistribution into any waters of the United States.  Immediate removal is defined by the United States Army Corps of Engineers as depositing the removed materials directly into a truck and removing the material from the site. Placement of removed materials into a wetlands or on the banks of a stream even temporarily is considered a fill may require an additional permit action.
7. The mechanical equipment used to execute the work authorized herein shall be operated in such a way as to minimize turbidity that could degrade water quality and adversely affect aquatic plant and animal life.
8. The contractor shall take all precautions necessary to prevent epoxy-urethane sealer, paint or other materials used to repair, clean, paint, seal or treat any structure from entering any streams, wetlands or other waters of the United States and take the appropriate actions in the event of a release.
9. Areas disturbed by the project shall be seeded/revegetated and mulched during construction to encourage establishment of vegetation cover, decrease erosion and prevent erosion of sediments into waters of the United States.
10. Three wetlands areas were identified within the project study area.  Wetland 1 is located east of Whipple Avenue and abuts the Akron Metro RTA Railroad right-of-way.  Wetland 2 abuts the northbound IR77 on-ramp within the IR 77 Limited Access (LA) right-of-way and Wetland 3 abuts the Zimber Ditch at an existing Everhard Road culvert structure east of the Akron Metro RTA Railroad right-of-way (Sta. 136+40).  Wetland 1 and Wetland 2 are located beyond the project construction limits and shall be avoided by the project.  Project construction will result in permanent impacts to approximately 0.001 acre of Wetland 3.
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Under no circumstances shall the contractor impact Wetland 1 and Wetland 2 and/or the remaining portion of Wetland 3 as indicated in the plan.  Under no circumstances shall the contractor store equipment and/or materials within wetlands areas.  To protect and delineate the boundary of the existing remaining wetlands within the project construction limits, filter fabric fence and construction fence shall be installed within the wetlands limits by the contractor prior to the start of any construction activities within these limits and adjacent areas including any necessary clearing and grubbing.   The filter fabric fence and construction fence shall maintained by the contractor throughout project construction and removed by the contractor at the completion of construction activities.
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